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Overview
• A brief history of SharePoint
• ASP.NET vs. SharePoint
• Basic SharePoint developer concepts
• SharePoint developer and learning experiences
• Why develop with SharePoint



History of SharePoint (1)
• 2001

– SharePoint Portal Server 2001 releases
– Contains Digital Dashboard

• MS’ first portal framework
• UI contained ”nuggets”

– Uses Exchange Web Store
• 2003

– SharePoint 2003 releases
– Web store replaced by SQL Server
– Digital Dashboard replaced by ASP.NET



History of SharePoint (2)
• 2007

– SharePoint 2007 releases
– 2003 core functionality, but with a better 

deployment story
– CMS server merged with SharePoint server
– Shift from ASP.NET 1.1 to 2.0

• SharePoint carries a lot of baggage -- and it 
shows



History of SharePoint (3)
• Backward compatibility 

is important to MS
• Comes at the price of 

inconsistencies in the 
APIs

• Modern SharePoint is 
partly a .NET wrapper 
around COM/C++ code



ASP.NET vs. SharePoint
• WSS builds on .NET
• MOSS builds on WSS
• ASP.NET and SharePoint are 

platforms, not applications



Concepts: Provisioning (1)
• ASP.NET instance builds on .NET framework
• SharePoint instance consists of

– Multiple MS SQL Server databases with a large 
number of tables, views, and stored procedures

– ASPX files and XML configuration files in 12 hive 
shared by all instances

– Internet Information Servicer web applications 
managed by SharePoint



Concepts: Provisioning (2)
• Creating instances of various templates

page template.aspx
http://siteA/page1.aspx

http://siteA/pageN.aspx
http://siteA/page2.aspx

site template.xml
http://siteA/siteA1

http://siteA/siteN
http://siteA/siteA2

list definition.xml
http://siteA/siteA1/list1

http://siteA/listN
http://siteA/list2

• Hard part is evolving instances over time



Concepts: Provisioning (3)
• SharePoint reads templates from file system
• When an instance is modified, SharePoint 

marks it as such and reads it from its content 
database 



Concepts: Features
• Logical grouping of functionality

– Page, web parts, DLLs of custom code, etc.
• When a feature gets activated on a site its 

”contents” becomes available to the site
• Upon feature activation and deactivation, C# 

code may execute
• Features promotes modularity and reusability 

across SharePoint applications



Concepts: Deployment
• Files added to 12 hive are deployed through 

WSP packages
• A WSP package is a Zip file with an manifest 

that enables SharePoint to track its contents
• A WSP package provides for modularity and 

reusability of features across applications



SharePoint developer experience
• Compared to ASP.NET, SharePoint 

development may appear primitive
• No F5 debugging experience
• GAC over bin for ease of deployment
• XML tweaking is often required
• No direct access to MS SQL server database
• Error messages/documentation often cryptic
• Leverages knowledge of ASP.NET
• Leverages SharePoint framework and services



The SharePoint learning experience
• Learning stages

– Deniel
– Anger
– Depression
– Acceptance

• Becoming proficient 
with SharePoint takes 
1-2 years



The SharePoint Bibles



Questions?
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